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Article 2.  S ewer Department  

§3-201 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; OPERATIO N AND FUNDING . The Muni cipality owns and operates the  
Municipa l S ewer System th rough the Util it ies  Superintendent.  The Governin g Body, for t he purpose o r defraying the cost  
or the management and maintenance of the M unicipa l S ewer System may each year lev y  a  tax not  exceeding the 
maximum limit  prescribed by State law on the actual valuation of  all  real estate and personal property within the 
corporate l imits  that  is  subject  to  taxation . The revenue f rom the said tax shall  be known as the S ewer Maintenance  
Fund. The Util it ies Superintendent shall  have the direct  management and control of  the  S ewer Department and shall  
faithfully carry out  the duties  of his  off ice. He shall  have  the authority to adopt rules and regulations fo r the sanitar y and 
effic ient  management of  the Department subject  to the supervision and revi ew of the Governin g Body. (Ref.  17-925.01 RS 
Neb.)  

§3-202 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; DEF INITIONS.  Th e followin g definit ions  shall  be applied throughout this  
Art icle.  Where no def init ion i s  specified, the normal  dict io nary usage of the word shall  apply.  

BUILDING OR HOUSE SEWER.  The terms "Bui lding S ewer "  and "House S ewer " as  used in this  Code, shall  mean 
and include that  part  of  a  house o r bui lding drainage  system extendin g f rom the house or bui lding drain to i ts  
connection with the main  sewer.  

BUILDING OR HOUSE DRAIN. The terms "Bui lding D rain" and "House Drain" as used  in this  Code, shall  mean and 
include that  part  of  the lowest  horizonta l piping of a  house  or bui lding drainage system which receives the 
discharge f rom soi l,  waste, o r other  drainage pipes inside the walls  of  any building o r h ouse.  

SOIL PIPE. The term "S oi l  Pipe" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and include any pipe  which conveys the 
discharge of water closets wi th or without the discharge from other  f ixtures to the house or bui lding drain .  

WASTE PIPE. The term " Waste Pipe" as used in this  Code shall  mean and include any  pipe which receives the 
discharge of any f ixture, except water closets,  and conveys th e same to the house drain,  soil  pipe, or waste 
stack.  

LOCAL VENTILAT ING PIPE. Th e term "Local Ventilat ing Pip e" as used in this  Code,  shall  mean and include any 
pipe through which foul ai r  is  removed f rom a room or  f ixture.  

VENT PIPE. The term ' Vent  Pi pe" as used in this  Code shall  mean and include any  pipe provided to venti late a  
house or buildin g drainage system and to prevent  trap  siphonage and back pressure.  

TRAP. The term " Trap" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and include a f it t ing or device,  so constructed as to 
prevent  the passage of air  o r gas through a pipe without material ly affecting the flow of sewage or waste through 
it .  

TRAP SEAL. Th e term " Trap S eal"  as used in this  Code shall mean and include the  vert ical distance between the 
crown weir and the dip of the trap.  

PLUMBING FIX TURES. The term "Plumbing Fixtures" as used in this  Code, shall  mean  and include receptacles 
intended to receive and discharge water l iq uid or water- carried  wastes into the sewer system with whi ch they 
are connected.  

SEWER SYSTEM. The term "S ewer System" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and  include all  facil it ies for 
collecting, pumping, treating , and disposing of sewage.  

SEWAGE. Th e term "S ewage" as used. in this  Code, shall  mean and include a  combination of the water- carried 
wastes from residences, busi ness bui ldings,  inst itut ions, and industrial  establishmen ts together with such 
ground, surface, and storm  waters as may be present.  

SANITARY S EWER. The term " Sanitary S ewer ' '  as used in this  Code, shall  mean and  include a sewer which carries 
sewage and to which sto rm, surface, and ground waters  are not  intentionally admitted.  

STORM SEWER. The term "Sto rm S ewer ' '  as used in this  Code, shall  mean and  include a sewer whi ch carries 
storm and surface drainage, but  excludes sewage and  polluted industria l  wastes.  

GARBAGE. The term "Garbage" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and include solid  wastes from the prepa ration of 
cooking and dispensing of food and produce.  

PROPERLY SHREDDED. Th e term, "Properly Shredded" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and include shredding to 
such a degree that  all  part icles will  be carried f reely  under the flow condit ions normally prevail ing in public 
sewers with no part icle larger  than one half  (1/2")  inch in diameter.  
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BIOLO GICAL OXYGEN DEM AND. The term " Biolo gical Oxygen Demand" as used in  this  Code, shall  mean and 
include the quantity of  oxygen uti l ized in the biochemical  oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory 
procedure in f ive (5)  days at  twenty (20°)  degrees C.,  expressed in parts  per mill ion by weight.  

pH!. The term "pH" as used in this  Code, shall  mean and include the loga rithm of the  reciprocal of  the wei ght  of  
hydrogen ions in grams per l i ter of  so lution.  

SUSPENDED SOLIDS. The term "Suspended S olids" as used in this  Code, shall  mean  and include solids that  
either f loat  on the surface of,  or are in immersion in water,  sewage, or other l iquids, and are removable by 
f i lterin g.  

§3-203 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; APPLICAT ION FO R PERMIT. Any person wishing to connect with the 
S ewer System shall  make an application therefo r to  the M unicipa l Clerk.  S ewer service may not  be supplied to any house 
or bui lding except  upon the order of  the S uperintendent .  T he Department shall  not  sup ply sewer service to  any person 
outside the corporate l imits  without special permission f rom the Govern ing  Body; Provi ded, that  the entire cost  of  pipe 
and other installat ion charges shall  be paid  by such consu mers. Nothing herein shall  be construed to obl igate the 
Municipa lity to  provide sewer  service to non - residents.  (Ref.  19 -2701 RS Neb.)  

§3-204 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; SEWER CONTRACT. The Municipa lity  through the Munici pal S ewer 
Department shall  furnish sewer servi ces to persons within  its  corporate l imits  whose premises abut a  street  or alley in 
which a commercial main is  now or may hereafter be laid.  The Municipa lity may also furnish sewer ser vice to  person s 
whose premi ses are situated outside the corporate l imits  of  the Municipa lity,  as  and when, accordin g to law, the 
Governing Body may see f it  to do so. The rules and  regulat ions shal l  be considered a part  of  ever y application hereaf ter  
made for sewer service and shall  be considered a part  of  the contract  between ever y customer now o r  hereafter served. 
Without further fo rmalit y,  the making of the application on the part  of  any applicant or the use of sewer ser vice by 
present customers thereof sh all  constitute  a  contract  between the customer and the Municipality to which said contract  
both part ies are bound. IT the customer shall  vi olate any of the provisions or said contract  or  any reasonable rules and 
regulations that  the Governin g Body may hereafter adopt,  the  Util it ies Superin tendent,  o r his  agent,  may cut  off  or 
disconnect the sewer service from  the buildin g or premise of such v iolat ion. No further connection fo r sewer servi ce to 
said  building o r premi se shall  again be made save or except by order of  the Superin ten dent  or his  agent.  

§3-205 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; MANDATORY HOO K -UP. Upon written  notice by the Util it ies 
Superin tendent the property owner,  occupant,  o r lessee of  any  premise within three hun dred (300')  feet  of  any sewer 
main shall  without delay cause  the said buildin g to be con nected with the S ewer System and equipped with inside  
sewerage faci lit ies.  Every bui lding hereafter  erected shall  be connected with the S ewer  System at  the t ime of i ts  
construction . In the event  th at  any property owner,  occupant,  or lessee shall  n eglect,  fai l,  or refuse, within a  period of 
ten (10)  days after notice has  been given to him to do so by registered mail!  or by publi cation in a  newspaper in or of  
genera l circulation in the Municipalit y,  to make such conn ection, the Governin g Body  shall  have the power to cause the 
same to be done, to assess the cost  thereof against  the property,  and to collect  the assessment thus made in the manner 
provided fo r  collection of oth er special taxes and assessments; Provided however,  that  exist ing  private sewers shall  not  
be subject  to the provisions of this  S ection unless the  Governing Body makes a f inding that  the septic tank is  no longer 
functionin g or has  become unhealthy.  

§3-206 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; DIRECT CONNECTIONS . Each and  every buildi ng must make a direct  
connection with the main sewer l in e. Under no  circumstances Will  two (2)  or more houses be allowed to make such 
connections  through on e (1)  pipe.  

§3-207 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: SERVICE CONTRACT S. Contracts for  sewer service are not  transferable. 
Any person wishing to change from one location to  another  shall  make a new application and sign a new contract.  If  any 
customer shall  move from th e premise where ser vice is  furnished, or i f  the said premi se is  destroyed  by f ire or other  
casualty,  he shall  at  once inform the Util it ies Superintendent who shall  cause the sewer service to be shut  off  f rom the 
said premise. If  the customer should fail  to give notice, he shall  be charged for that  peri od of t ime until  the off icial  in  
charge of  sewers is  otherwi se advised of such ci rcumstan ces.  

§3-208 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: INSTALLAT ION PROCEDURE . In  making excavations in streets,  alleys, or 
s idewalks for the purpose o f i nstallin g pipe, or  making repairs,  the paving, stones, and earth must be removed and 
deposited in a  manner that  will  occasion the least  inconvenience to the publi c and provide for  adequate drainage. No 
person shall  leave an excavation made in the street,  alley,  or  s idewalk open at  any t ime without a  barricade, and during 
the night,  warnin g l i ghts.  After the house sewer is  lai d,  the public ways and property shall  be restored to good  condit ion. 
All  installat ion shall  be done under the super vision and strictly in acco rdance  with the rules, regulations, and 
specifications for such installat ion prescribed by the  Util it ies Superin tendent:  Provided, that  the said rules, regulati ons, 
-and specifications  have been revi ewed and approved by the Governing Bod y. It  shall  be the duty of  the  Village to ta p the 
main.  

§3-209 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: INSTALLAT ION EX PENSE . The customer, upon approval of  his  
application for sewer ser vice, shall  pay to the Util it ies  Superintendent a  tap fee of two hundred f i f ty ($250.00)  dollars.  
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The customer shall  then  be required to pay the expense of  procurin g the materials  required and shall  pay all  
other costs of  installat ion.  

§3-210 MUNICIPAL SEWER SYSTEM: REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENT. The Mun icipa l S ewer Department may requi re 
the owner of  any property whi ch is  within the  Municipalit y and connected to the pub lic sewers or drains to repai r or 
replace any connection l ine which serves the owner 's  property and is  broken, clogged or otherwise in  need of repair  or 
replacement.  Th e propert y owner 's  duty to repai r or replace such a  connection l in e shall  include those port ions up on the 
owner 's  property and those port ions  upon public p roperty or easements up to and including the point  of  junction  wit h the 
public main.  

The Munici pal Clerk shall  give the property owner notice by registered letter o r  cert if i ed mail,  directed to the 
last-known address of such owner o r the agent  of  such  owner,  directing the repai r or replacement of  such conn ectio n 
l ine. If  within thi rty (30)  days of mailing such notice the property own er fai ls  or neglects to cause such repairs  or  
replacemen ts to be made, the Util it ies Superin tendent ma y cause such work to be done  and assess the cost  upon the 
property served by such conn ection. (Ref.  18 -1748 RS Neb.)  

§3-211 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: RATE SETT ING: FEE . Customers of the Municipa l S ewer Department 
shall  be charged a f lat  rate fo r the use o f sewer service.  Rates shall  be set  by ordinance and shall  be on f i le at  the offi ce 
of the Municipa l Clerk  for public inspection at  any reason able t ime. The Customers of the Village S ewer  Department  shall 
be charged for the use of the Village S ewer System a flat  user  fee of  $27.70 per month . Sales tax shall  be billed and 
collected on said rate.  

§3-212 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: SERVICE DEPOSIT. The Governin g Body, in its  d iscretion, may requi re a  
ser vice deposit  from any or all  customers of the  Municipal  S ewer Department in a  sum set  by reso lution and f i led in the 
office of the Munici pal Clerk for public inspection at  any reasonable t ime. From the sai d fund shall  be deducted all  
delinquent sewer charges. Th e deposit  shall  be collected by the  Munici pal Clerk who shall  immediately turn the same 
over to the M unicipa l Treasurer  who shall  keep the deposit  in a  trust  fund for customers  of the S ewer Department.  Th e  
said fund shall  be put  out  at  interest  ·s eparate and apart  from other funds. In terest  arisi ng therefrom shall  be expended 
solely for the repai r of  equip ment and property  belongin g to the Munici pal S ewer D epartment.  (Ref.  17 -925.01 RS Neb.)  

§3-213 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: OLD HO USE SEW ERS . Old house sewers and drains may be used in 
connection with new bui ldings or new plumbing on ly  wh en they are found, on examinati on by the Util it ies 
Superin tendent,  to confo rm i n all  respects to the requi rements govern ing new sewers and drains. If  the old work is  found  
defective o r otherwise unsati sfactory,  he shall  notify the owner to make the necessary  changes to conform with the 
provisions of the Muni cipal Code.  

§3-214 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT: UNLAWFUL USE . I t  shall  be unlawful for  any person to discharge or 
cause to be discharged any storm water,  surface water,  ground water,  roof runoff,  surfa ce drainage, or unpolluted 
industrial  process waters into  the sanitary sewer.  Except as hereinafter p rovided, no person shall  discharge or cause  to 
be discharged any of the following described waters or wastes into the Muni cipal  S ewer  System:  

A . Liquids or vapors having a temperature high er than one hundred f i f ty (150)  degrees F.  

B. Water or waste which may contain more than one hundred (100)  parts  per mill ion  by weight  of  fat,  oi l  o r 
grease.  

C. Gasolin e, benzene, naptha, fuel oil ,  other f lammable o r explosive l iquid, sol id,  or  gas.  

D. Garbage that  has not  been properly shredded.  

E. Sand-,  mud, meta l,  rags, paper,  or other _so lid or vi scous substance capable of  causing obstruction to the 
flow in the sewer system.  

F. Toxic or poisonous substan ces in suffi cient  quantity to interfere with o r injure the  sewage treatment process, 
constitute a  hazard to human s, animals,  or f ish, or  create any hazard in the recei ving area of the sewage 
treatment plant.  

G. Suspended solids of such character and quantity that unusual attention or  expense i s  required to handle 
such materia ls.  

H. Waters or wastes having a pH lower than 5.5 or high er t han 9.O or having other  corro sive propert ies capable 
of causing damage to the structures, equipment,  and personnel of  the Mun icipa l S ewer  Department.  

I .  Any noxious or malodorous gas or substance capable of creatin g a publi c  nuisance.  

§3-2l5 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; SPECIAL EQUIPMENT.  In the event  a  custo mer of the Municipa l S ewer 
Department discharges an un usually large amount of  waste daily,  an unusually large amount of  grease or oi l,  o r waste 
with an unusually hi gh  bioch emical oxygen demand the ch ief sewer offi cial  may requi re  the said customer to  instal l   



 

 

Departments  

interceptors or other prelimi nary treatment equipment to reduce the objectionable  cha racterist ics of  the waste to within 
such maximum li mits  as he shall  prescribe subject  to the review of the Governing Bod y.  All  prelimina ry treatment 
facilit ies shall  be  purchased and maintained continuously  in satisfactory and effici ent  operation at  the  customer 's  
expense. Nothin g herein shall  be construed to prohibit  a  special agreement  or arrangement between the Governing Body 
and an industrial  concern wh ereby an  industrial  waste of unusual st rength or character may be accepted by the 
Municipa lity  fo r treatment subject  to addit ional rental fees or other charges.  

§3-216 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; MANHOLES.  Ent rance into a manhole  or openi ng for any purpose 
except by authorized persons  is  hereby prohibi ted. It  shall  be unlawful to deposit  or cause to be deposited in any 
receptacle conn ected with the  S ewer System any substance which is  not  the usual and natural waste carri ed by the  
S ewer System.  

§3-217 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; INSPECTIONS . The chief sewer of ficial  o r his  authorized agents,  shall  
have free access at  any reasonable t ime to all  parts  of  each premise and bui lding whi ch  is  connected with the S ewer 
System to ascertain  wheth er there is  any disrepair o r violat ions of this  Art icle therein .  

§3-218 MUNICIPAL SEWER DEPARTM ENT; LIEN . In addit ion to all  other remedies, i f  a  customer shall  for any 
reason remain indebted to th e Munici pality fo r sewer servi ce  furnished, such amount due, to gether with any rents a nd 
charges in arrears shall  be  considered a delinquent sewer rent  which is  hereby declared to be a l ien upon the rea l  estate 
for whi ch the same was furni shed. The Municipa l Clerk sh all  notify in writ in g or  cause to be notif ied in writ ing,  all  owners 
of premises or their  agen ts whenever their  tenants or lessees are sixty (60)  days or more delinquent in the payment o f  
sewer rent.  It  shall  be the duty of  the Util it ies Superintend ent on the f irst  (1st)  day of June of each  year to report  to t he 
Governing Body a l i st  of  all  unpaid accounts due for sewer  service  to gether with a  descript ion of the premises  served. 
The repo rt  shall  be examined, and if  approved by the Governing Body, shall  be cert i f ied by the Munici pal Clerk to the 
County Clerk to be collected as a special tax in the manner provided by la w. (Ref.  17 -925.01 RS Neb.)  


