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Article 3.  Uti l it ies General ly  

§3-301 UTILIT IES GENERALLY:  FEES AND CO LLECT IONS . Th e Governing Body  has the power and authority to f ix  
the rates to be paid by the customers of the S ewer  and Water D epartment .  All  such fees  shall  be on f i le fo r publ ic 
inspection at  the office  of th e Munici pal Clerk.  The Util it i es Superintendent shall  send the bills  out  on the f irst  (1st) day 
of each month. The Municipal  Clerk shall  have the duty of  collecting the fees  of the customers on the tenth (10)  day of 
each month, which shall  be the due date. If  a  custo mer shall  for any reason order the service discontin ued or shall  
vacate the premi se, the amount due under the terms of this  Art icle,  together with any fees and  charges in arrears,  shall  
be considered as a delinquent water and/or sewer ren tal which  is  hereby declared to be a l ien upon the premi se or real 
estate fo r which o r from which  the sewer was used or supplied, and upon the refusa l of  the customer to pay the said  
delinquent water and/or sewer renta l,  i t  shall  be collected by being placed upon the  assessment roll  and tax books for 
collection. Charges shall  be delinquent on the  twentieth day of each month or ten (10)  days after the due date. Upo n 
being deemed  del inquent,  th ere shall  be assessed a delin quency fee of f ive ($5.00)  dollars.  Said  delinquent bill  shall  be 
subject  to the discontin uance procedure set  out  in S ection 3 -302.  

§3-302 UTILIT IES GENERALLY:  DISCONT INUANCE OF SERVICE. NOTICE  PROCEDURE. No Municipa l Uti l ity shall  
discontinue ser vice to any domestic subscriber  for non-pa yment of  any due account unless such uti l i ty shall  f irst  give 
written notice by  mai l  to any subscriber whose ser vice is  proposed to be terminated at  least  seven (7)  days prior to 
termination, weekends and holidays excluded. As to any subscriber who  has previously  been identif ied as a welfare 
recipi ent  to the ut i l i t y by the Department of  S ocial S ervi ces, such notice shall  be by cert if ied mail  and notice of such  
proposed termination shall  b e given to the Department of  S ocial S ervi ces.  Prio r to the discontinuance of servi ce to any 
domestic subscriber by a  Municipal  Uti l it y,  the domestic subscriber,  upon request,  shall  be provided a conference wi th 
the Board of Trustees. The Bo ard of Trustees has established pro cedures to reso lve ut i l i ty  bills  when a conference is  
requested by a  domestic subscriber.  These procedures,  th ree (3)  copies of which are on  f i le in the office of the Village 
Clerk,  are h ereby inco rporated by reference in addit ion to any amendments thereto and are made a part  hereof as though 
set  out  in full.  A copy of such  procedures shall  be furnished upon the  request  of  any domestic subscriber.  Th e Board of 
Trustees shall  notify the domestic  subscriber of  the t ime, place, and date scheduled fo r such con f eren ce. (Ref.  19 -2716, 
19-2717 RS Neb.)  

§3-303 UTILIT IES GENERALLY:  DIVERSIO N OF SERVICES: PENALTY. Th e Munici pality may bring a civi l  action for 
damages against  any person who commits,  authorizes, so l icits,  aids, abets,  or attemp ts (a)  bypassing, (b)  tampering, or 
(c)  unauthorized meterin g wh en such act  results  in damages to a  Municipal Uti l ity.  A  M unicipa lity may brin g a civi l  a ction 
for damages pursuant to this  S ection against  any  person receivin g the benefit  of  ut i l i ty service thro ugh means of 
bypassing, tamperin g or  unauthorized metering. In  any civi l  action brought pursuant to this  S ection, the Munici pality 
shall  be entit led, upon proof of  willful  o r intentional bypa ssing, tampering , or unautho ri zed meterin g to recover as 
damages:  

A.  The amount of  actual damage or loss if  the amount of  the damage or loss is  susceptible of  reasonable 
calculation; or  

B.  Liquidated damages of ( i )  unti l  July 1,  1985, f ive h undred ($500.00)  dollars and ( i i )  on July 1,  1985, and 
thereafter,  seven h undred f i f t y ($750.00)  dollars i f  the amount of  actual damage or loss is  not  susceptible of  
reasonable calculation.  

In addit ion to damage or loss under subdivision A or B of  t his  S ection the Municipa lity may recover all  
reasonable expenses and costs incurred on account of  the bypassing, tampering, o r un authorized metering includin g, but  
not  l imited to,  disconnection , re conn ection, ser vice calls,  equipment,  costs of  the suit,  and reasonable attorneys'  fees 
in cases within the scope of S ection 25 -1801 Reissue Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska 1943.  

There shall  be a rebuttable presumption that  a  tenant or occupant at  any premises where bypassing, tamperin g 
of unauthori zed meter ing is  proven to exist  caused or had knowledge o f such bypassing , tampering , or unautho rized 
meterin g i f  the tenant or occupant (a)  had access to the part  of  the ut i l i ty supply system on the  premises where the 
bypassing, tampering , or una uthorized meterin g is  proven to exist  and (b)  was responsible or part ially responsible fo r 
payment,  either directly o r in directly,  to the ut i l i ty o r to any other person fo r ut i l i ty services to the premises.  

There shall  be a rebuttable presumption that  a  customer at  any premises where  bypassi ng, tamperin g, or 
unauthori zed meterin g is  proven to exist  caused or had  knowledge of such bypassing , tampering, or unauthori zed 
meterin g i f  the customer  con trolled access to the part  of  t he ut i l i ty supply system on the premises wh ere the  bypassi ng, 
tampering , or unautho rized meterin g was proven to exist.  

The remedies provided by thi s  S ection shall  be deemed to be supplemen tal and  addit ional to powers conferred 
by exist ing laws and the remedies provided in this  S ection are in addit ion to and not  in l imitat ion of any other ci vi l  or 
crimina l statutor y or  commo n law remedies. (Ref.  86 -33101 thru 86 -331.04 RS Neb.)  

SECTION  3-304: UTILITIES GENERALLY: RATES . The fol lowin g is  established as a tariff  of  water rates for 
residential consumers  of water f rom 'the water works system of the Village, based on a monthly  rate.  For resident  users,  
a  minimum charge of $15.00 per month shall  be charged for the f irst  2,000 gallons of water used. For all  water used in  
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 excess of the f irst  2,000 gallons, a  charge of $135 for each successive 1,000 gallons  used is  hereby established. A  
minimum charge of $15.00 per month is  established for all  users using less than 2,000  gallons of water a  month.  

For individua ls and entit ies using water directly from the water tower (water drop),  the rate shall  be $15.00 for 
the f irst  1000 gallons and $2.00 for each addit ional 1000 gallons per month. Customers  of the Vil lage Sewer Department 
shall  be charged for th e use of the Vil lage S ewer System a flat  user fee of $27. 70 per month.  


